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Highlights of the Wild Atlantic Way 
Day 1:  Heading for the Emerald Isle  
Today you will start our journey by flying across the United States and taking an overnight flight across 
the Atlantic Sea to Ireland.  
 
Day 2:  Welcome to Ireland  
This morning we will land in Dublin Airport and once you proceed through to the arrivals area, you 
will be met and transferred to your first destination, Kinsale in Co. Cork, where it is considered 
‘everything good about Ireland can be found’. 

On route, we will stop in Tipperary, the largest inland county in 
the country and a very  picturesque region, to visit the Rock of 
Cashel. The Rock of Cashel is one of Ireland's most spectacular 
archaeological sites, a prominent green hill, banded with limestone 
outcrops, rising from a grassy plain and bristling with ancient 
fortifications. Sturdy walls circle an enclosure containing a complete 
round tower, a 13th-century Gothic cathedral and the finest 12th-
century Romanesque chapel in Ireland, home to some of the land's oldest frescoes. 

Later, we will arrive into the fishing town of Kinsale, the picturesque yachting harbor along the 
coastline of Co. Cork. We will check-in and you can now relax in your surroundings amongst the 
narrow, winding streets lined with galleries, gift shops, lively bars and a handsome natural harbor 
guarded by a huge 17th-century fortress. Meet the group for dinner later and toast to the start of this 
exciting tour. Dinner & Overnight: Kinsale Hotel 
 
Day 3:   Exploring County Cork 
After a leisurely breakfast this morning, we will set out to explore 
Cork by visiting the historic  port town of Cobh. If you claim Irish 
descent, then there is a good chance that your ancestors left Ireland 
through Cobh as it was the departure point for 2.5 million of the six 
million Irish people who immigrated to North America between 1848 
and 1950. We will enjoy a beautiful, informative and sometimes 
emotive cultural visit to the Cobh Heritage Museum to learn 
about the history of Irish Emigration. 

Enjoy free time in Cobh before setting off to tour The Jameson Experience right in the heart 
of the distillery which operated for 150 years. The local experts will take you through the story of 
Irish whiskey, from the production to a sampling of the most popular Irish whiskey in the world.   

We will return to the hotel where you are free to enjoy Kinsale, ‘The Gourmet Capital of Ireland’, for 
dinner and the rest of your evening. Overnight: Kinsale Hotel  

mailto:bookings@caragrouptravel.com


 

617-639-0273 2    bookings@caragrouptravel.com  
 

Group Travel Experts to Ireland, 
Europe and Beyond 

Day 4:  On The Move to Killarney   
Following breakfast this morning, we will bid farewell to Kinsale to 
search to new adventure in  Killarney in Co. Kerry, known  as ‘The 
Kingdom’ and one of the most famous and beautiful of Ireland’s 32 
counties. Before departing Cork, we travel along the coastal route 
passing charming and seemingly more colorful towns of Roscarbery, 
Skibbereen and Bantry to Glengarriff.  From here, we  
board our ferry to Garnish Island, an island in Glengarriff harbor 
which forms a part of Bantry Bay. Enjoy the ride out to Garnish which is world renowned for its 
gardens which are laid out in beautiful walks with stunning plants which are very rare for the climate. 
We will also visit Seal Island where you get the opportunity to visit the very tame seal colony!  

After, we will travel via Co. Kerry’s Killarney National Park, renowned by many as the “Jewel in 
Kerry’s crown” due to the sheer beauty of the parks, mountains, lakes, islands and flatlands and 
stretches right to the outskirts of the town of Killarney. We will check in to our hotel and enjoy the 
rest of the evening in Killarney, which has no shortage of establishments to stop for a pint and live 
entertainment at night. Overnight: Killarney Hotel 

Day 5  When in Kerry…  
Once you have had your breakfast, we will set out to explore Kerry, 
famed to contain some of Ireland’s  most iconic scenery. Today we 
will visit the Ring of Kerry, a majestic circular loop that pairs 
overwhelming natural beauty with immersive heritage 
attractions, the Ring of Kerry is another jewel in the Kingdom of 
Kerry’s crown. Along this route you will pass through vast glacial 
valleys (Moll’s Gap) and see the Skellig Island, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site known throughout the world of archaeology as the site of a well-preserved monastic 
outpost of the Early Christian period and in the world of Holywood as featured scenes in ‘Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens’. 

Later, we will return to our Killarney hotel to enjoy the remainder of the evening as you wish. Whether 
you are looking for a sing- along Killarney style, a good trad session or just a quiet pint, you are sure 
to find it here! Overnight: Killarney Hotel 

Day 6  The Best Detour to Galway  
Once breakfast is over, we will bid Killarney farewell in search of new adventures in eccentric Galway. 
Free spirited, artistic and bohemian, Galway has an ambience of its own.  

Before we reach this lively city, we will take the ferry across the 
River Shannon to reach the  Banner County of Clare. Enjoy sailing 
across the majestic Shannon Estuary and when ashore, we will visit 
the iconic Cliffs of Moher which stand over 700 feet high at the 
highest point and range for over 5 miles over the Atlantic Ocean. 
Spectacular views are in abundance here, on a clear day you can see the  
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 Aran Islands and Galway Bay as well as The Twelve Pins, the Maum 
Turk Mountains in Connemara and Loop Head to the South. We will 
also visit The Burren, a unique area of North Clare which is not 
no other place in Ireland. There are no bogs and very few pastures. 
Instead there are huge pavements of limestone making the area 
remarkably similar to a moonscape but features amazing foliage and 
wildlife. 

We will then reach Galway, known as ‘The City of Tribes’ after the 14 family tribes that founded it. 
We will enjoy a panoramic sightseeing tour of this lively city, complete with its amazing 
landscapes and seascapes alive with Irish culture, before checking into our hotel and enjoying the 
evening as you wish. Overnight: Galway Hotel 

Day 7  Uniquely Galway  
Today we will visit a true highlight of the Wild Atlantic Way, the 
majestic Aran Islands,  renowned as the last outpost of traditional 
Irish culture. While we are in the 21st century, many things on the 
islands have not changed much in the past 200 years, including the 
islands desolate beguiling beauty and daze of rocky magnificence. 
Among the maze of stone walls, you will find churches, Aran Island 
sweaters, and ancient forts as well as native speaking locals, all 1,200 of 
them, who are not shy in breaking out in traditional Irish Music sessions at any time of the day (or 
night!) Enjoy this unique destination for the day before being returned to your hotel to see out your 
last night in one of Ireland’s liveliest cities. Overnight: Galway Hotel  

Day 8  Next Stop…Mayo  
Enjoy your Irish Breakfast this morning before depart Galway to 
embark on the wild beauty of  Westport in Co. Mayo. We depart 
Galway via “The Wild West of Ireland” AKA Connemara, a wild 
region of bogland, pristine lakes and mountains which is sparsely 
populated and the landscape much more open. Because the area is 
so remote, the Irish language and traditions have survived here and Irish 
is the first tongue of many of the inhabitants. A truly outstanding and 
incomparable landscape, enjoy touring this area before we continue onwards to another famed region 
of Ireland.  

We will tour Cong, one of the most beautiful and picturesque 
villages in Ireland which also  happened to be the film locations 
of the John Wayne classic move, The Quiet Man. Cong showcases 
the historic past of Ireland from its dry canal which rekindle memories 
of the great Irish famine of 1845-1848 to the typical Irish cottage of 
the 1920’s. As a worthwhile and memorable tour concludes, we 
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continue on the road to Westport, the charming Georgian town 
with tree-lined streets, a riverside mall and a great vibe, to check in to our hotel to share dinner and 
the evening as you please. Overnight: Mayo Hotel 

Day 9  Wondering in Westport   
Finish up your breakfast this morning and get ready for a busy day in Westport. Our first stop takes 
us to the national monument of Ballintubber Abbey. The story of Ballintubber Abbey began in 
441 when St Patrick baptized the people at the Druidic Well and established a church here. There are 
still remains of that early church in the graveyard and the Irish name, Baile Tobair Phádraig, means 
the townland of St Patrick’s Well. 

After some time on these grounds, we will then drive out to Croagh 
Patrick where people can  walk up a little of the mountain where 
St Patrick built his church at the top. There is also a local brewery 
here where they make a beer from a 250 year old recipe using the water 
from Croagh Patrick. Now I won’t say it is holy water but it is not 
something you will find anywhere else.   

Our last stop takes us back to Westport to visit Westport House, dubbed the ‘most beautiful 
house in Ireland’ and one of Ireland’s best loved heritages attractions. The historic house 
welcomes visitors who can immerse themselves in life as far back as the 16th century when Grace 
O’Malley the Pirate Queen of Connacht ruled the land and seas around the estate. We will enjoy a 
guided tour of this historic home and afternoon tea in the ‘Old Kitchens’. 

 
Following this busy day in Westport, you are free to enjoy this charismatic and cheerful town as you 
please. Overnight: Westport Hotel 

Day 10  Last Stops on the West  
Enjoy breakfast and bid farewell to Westport as we embark on a luxurious stay in Carton House in 
Co. Kildare, a former estate and great house that was the ancestral seat of the Earls of Kildare and 
Dukes of Leinster.  

Before setting off east to reach Kildare, we will journey into Co. 
Sligo, famous for its poetry,  myth and folklore. We will tour a part of 
Sligo known locally as ‘Yeats Country’ after the Irish poet WB. Yeats, 
who spent large parts of his childhood in this area. W.B Yeats died in 
France in 1939 and according to his wishes he was buried after a 
discreet and private funeral service at Roquebrune-Cap-Martin – “If I 
die bury me up there and then in a year’s time when the newspapers 
have forgotten me, dig me up and plant me in Sligo”.  
 
We will visit Drumcliffe Church, which is best known as the final resting place of W.B. Yeats. 
Drumcliffe Church was founded by St. Colmcille in the 6th Century and is set against the striking  
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backdrop of the Benbulben Mountains, undoubtedly Ireland’s most distinctive mountain.  Although 
the monastery seems to have been well known from the 9th to the 16th century, the only remains 
today are three High Crosses and the stump of a Round Tower. The crosses are in a graveyard on the 
grounds of a former abbey. Adjacent to the ancient graveyard is a road leading to the early 19th century 
St. Columba's Church of Ireland and the final resting place of the poet William Butler Yeats (1865–
1939).   

Afterwards, we will journey out to Strandhill Beach to take a coastal walk along an area of 
great natural beauty made even more glorious with panoramic views of Benbulben and the 
327-metre high limestone hill of Knocknarea. We will return to the coach to journey to Maynooth 
for check at Carton House, the 1,100-acre private parkland estate with a history that dates back to 
1170. Queen Victoria stayed in the famous Chinese Room on her visits (1849 & 1897), along with 
Grace Kelly who stayed while on holidays with Prince Rainier and her young family. Peter Sellars lived 
in one of the wings of the house for many years in the 1970s. Carton House has also been the location 
of many movies including Scarlet, the sequel to ‘Gone with the Wind’ as well as Barry Lydon, 
Aristocrats and The Treaty. 

Enjoy your surroundings before meeting later for a farewell dinner together. Reflect on the 
memories, friendships and magic created during your stay in Ireland and toast to a successful trip in 
the Emerald Isle. Overnight & Dinner: Carton House Hotel, Kildare 

Day 11  Homeward Bound…  
Pack your bags as we head for Dublin Airport where you will board your flight for home. Carry on 
your photos and memories and bring a bit of the Emerald Isle home with you. ‘The Land of One 
Hundred Thousand Welcomes’ will be expecting you again soon. 
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