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Group Travel Experts to Ireland, 
Europe and Beyond 

Ireland: Past & Present  
Day 1:   Heading for the Emerald Isle  
Today you will start our journey by flying across the United States and taking an overnight flight across 
the Atlantic Sea to Ireland.  
 
Day 2:   Welcome to Ireland  
This morning we will land in Dublin Airport and once you proceed through to the arrivals area, you 
will be met and transferred to your first destination, Co. Dublin, the small capital with a huge 
reputation.  

We will take a panoramic sightseeing tour of Dublin 
to see local landmarks such as the historic GPO (General 
Post Office) on O’ Connell Street, the vast Georgian 
Squares such as Merrion Square where Oscar Wilde’s 
house can still be found (today owned by the American 
College) as well as Phoenix Park, the largest public park 
in Europe and home to Aras an Uachtarain (the Irish 
President’s Residence) and the American Ambassador’s 
Residence. We will stop and enjoy a visit to St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, built in honour of Ireland’s patron saint, Saint Patrick’s. The cathedral was 
founded in 1191 and stands adjacent to the famous well where tradition has it Saint Patrick baptized 
converts on his visit to Dublin. The tour concludes at Trinity College, which houses the treasured 
Book of Kells, a 9th century Gospel manuscript famous throughout the world where you may decide 
to visit or explore other Dublin landmarks on your own.    

Later, celebrate your first night in Ireland at the cultural heart of Dublin City, Temple Bar. This area 
on the south bank of the River Liffey is bursting with pubs, restaurants, galleries and great craic each 
and every night – enjoy! Overnight: Dublin Hotel (B) 

Day 3:   The Magic of Meath – Part 1  
After a hearty breakfast this morning, we will leave Dublin to embark on a luxurious stay in Cabra 
Castle in Co. Cavan, known as the 'Lake Country' as supposedly there is a lake for every day of the 
year (including leap years). The county is also famed for its coarse fishing. Between them is a gentle 
landscape of meandering streams, bogs and drumlins.  

On route, we will journey through Co. Meath, packed with 
enchanting tales of its absorbing history. On tour today, 
we will stop and visit the Hill of Tara – an icon of Irish 
history and mythology for around 6,000 years. This sacred 
site has been used by people since the late Stone Age to 
around the 12th century, and was once the seat of the 
High Kings of Ireland. One of the most famous of Tara's 
monuments is the Lia Fáil or "Stone of Destiny" –  
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Ireland's ancient coronation stone, said to have been brought to these lands by the mythical, godlike 
race, the Tuatha Dé Danann. Legend has it that the stone will roar when touched by the rightful king 
of Tara. 

We will check into Cabra Castle, the magnificent 19th century 4 star castle which is set on 100 acres of 
beautifully manicured gardens and parkland. Enjoy your surroundings before meeting later to share a 
dinner together. Overnight: Cabra Castle, Co. Cavan (B, D) 

Day 4:   The Magic of Meath – Part 2  
Finish up your breakfast today as today on tour, we're 
heading to one of the true wonders of Ireland's Ancient 
East. Brú na Bóinne (Palace of the Boyne) is one of the 
most important prehistoric landscapes in the world, in 
fact it is Ireland’s most famed UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. We set out to visit Brú na Bóinne, which means 
the ‘palace’ or the ‘mansion’ of the Boyne, and refers 
to the area within the bend of the River Boyne which 
contains one of the world’s most important prehistoric 
landscapes. The archaeological landscape within Brú na Bóinne is dominated by the three well-known 
large passage tombs, Knowth, Newgrange and Dowth, built some 5,000 years ago in the Neolithic or 
Late Stone Age. An additional ninety monuments have been recorded in the area giving rise to one of 
the most significant archaeological complexes in terms of scale and density of monuments and the 
material evidence that accompanies them. The Brú na Bóinne tombs, in particular Knowth, contain 
the largest assemblage of megalithic art in Western Europe. Brú na Bóinne was inscribed as a World 
Heritage Site in December 1993 in recognition of its outstanding universal value. The scale of passage 
tomb construction, the important concentration of megalithic art as well as the range of sites and the 
long continuity of activity were cited as reasons for the site’s inscription.  

After a busy day, we will return to the castle to relax and enjoy your surroundings before meeting for 
dinner later. After dinner, enjoy an entertaining yet touching performance of an Immigrants Tale. 
Overnight: Cabra Castle, Co. Cavan (B, D) 

Day 5:   Unique Lessons in Pre-Historic Ireland  
Fill up on your hearty Irish breakfast as we get ready to depart Cabra Castle to embark on new 
adventures in Athlone which is located in County Westmeath in the very center and heart of Ireland. 
On route to Athlone, we will journey through Kells which was one of the island’s earliest monastic 
settlements. Monks on the Scottish island of Iona sought sanctuary here from Viking raids around 
804AD, bringing with them a precious manuscript which is now housed at Trinity College in Dublin.  

We will visit one of Ireland’s most unique, treasured and mysterious historical attractions at 
The Hill of Uisneach in Co. Westmeath. Once the ancient seat of the Kings of Meath; its historical 
roots go back to the La Tene period of the Iron Age. Uisneach has been a famous, prehistoric meeting 
place for cattle rituals and other May Day assemblies, while in more recent times it was the meeting  
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place for an important 12th-century synod. Both Saint 
Patrick and Saint Brigid, patron saints of Ireland, have 
important connections with the Hill of Uisneach—legend 
has it that Saint Brigid received the veil from Saint Patrick 
at this very spot. In more recent years Hill of Uisneach 
became a site of political rallies, with Daniel O’Connell, 
Éamon de Valera and Padraig Pearse addressing the Irish 
public—Irish writer James Joyce was also a regular visitor. 
The importance of the Hill of Uisneach as a prehistoric 

meeting place is reflected in the large number of monuments (almost 20) that are scattered around its 
environs as we will see today. Although just 182 metres above sea level, the summit of Uisneach 
provides panoramic views over the central plain; numerous counties are visible on the horizon. 

 
Afterwards, we journey into Athlone situated on the River Shannon to enjoy this beautiful town and 
its enchanting jumble of twisting streets, colorfully painted houses, historic pubs and antique shops – 
enjoy! Overnight: Athlone Hotel (B) 

Day 6:    Two Tales of Ireland  
This morning after breakfast, we will discover two 
different tales of Ireland. Our first visit will take us to 
Clonmacnoise, an ancient monastic site and a top visitor 
attraction in Ireland. A walk amongst the peaceful stone 
ruins of this famous place will conjure images of the saints 
and scholars of Ireland’s renowned Golden Age of 
learning. Founded by St Ciaran in the mid-6th century, it 
became a great centre of religion and learning, visited by 
scholars from all over the world. Dig deep into the 
fascinating history of Clonmacnoise and visit the on-site interpretive visitor centre, which displays a 
number of cross slabs and the 9th century Cross of the Scriptures. 

We then unearth Ireland’s famous reputation for a 
good time as we visit Kilbeggan Distillery, the oldest 
distillery in Ireland, dating back to 1757. A trip to this 
famous attraction will enable you to discover the history 
of authentic artisan Irish whiskey, as well as sample it for 
yourself. Later, we will return to the hotel to enjoy the 
remainder of the evening at your leisure. Overnight: 
Athlone Hotel (B)  

Day 7:    Next Stop…Kilkenny   
Once breakfast is finished up this morning, we prepare to bid Athlone farewell in search of new  
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adventures in Co. Kilkenny, recognized as the heritage 
capital of Ireland. We journey south of Westmeath to 
reach Kilkenny and on route, we will stop in Co. Offaly 
to visit the impressive Birr Castle situated on a 1,200 
acre walled estate. Here, we will visit the award winning 
Birr Castle Gardens, famously home to an abundance of 
rare planets collected by the Earls of Rosse on their travels 
around the world over the last 150 years. Enjoy a tour of 
the parkland, complete with the world’s tallest box 
hedges, over 40 champion trees, over 2,000 species of plant as well as rivers, lakes and 
waterfalls.  

We then proceed onto Kilkenny and upon arrival, we will 
take a walking tour, leaving the 21st century behind 
and stepping through time to Medieval Kilkenny, 
meeting the characters and visiting the important locations 
which hold the key to Kilkenny historical past. Next, we 
visit Kilkenny Castle — once seat of the Butler family — 
for a tour of this magnificent estate. After being fully 
restored to its original grandeur, the ornamental gardens 
and ornate interior has made Kilkenny Castle one of the 

most visited tourist sites in all of Ireland.   

 After a day of sightseeing, we will check into our hotel and with the rest of the day to yourself, you 
can see Kilkenny the way you would like to see it. Trace the Town Walls which once provided sole 
protection and defense to the city. Wander the narrow walks that open up to the New Canal Square. 
Pass time watching the River Nore peak out from beneath Green’s Bridge and John’s Bridge. Art 
galleries, historic buildings, craft and design workshops, theatre, comedy, public gardens and museums 
all await you in this enchanting city. Enjoy the remainder of your evening in this historic city. 
Overnight: Kilkenny Hotel   

Day 8:    Exclusively Kilkenny  
Fill up on a breakfast as we get to know our bearings of 
our host county a little better. This morning we will 
Medieval Mile Museum to hear Kilkenny’s 800-year 
story is told with a contemporary twist within the new 
museum. 

Set in the 13th century St Mary’s church and graveyard, 
which just so happens to be the finest example of a 
medieval church in Ireland, enjoy a guided tour which 
brings to life its history as Ireland’s premier medieval city.  
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Displays of Kilkenny’s civic treasures and replicas of some of the High Crosses of Ossory illustrate 
the local Gaelic monastic heritage and the ancient city’s historic role in Ireland. 

We then visit the local expert in ales and the global brand Smithwick’s Experience, a brewery-
turned-brewery-tour also located on the Medieval Mile in Kilkenny.  It is the original site where 
Smithwick’s was brewed from the 1700’s until 2014! Hear all about the turbulent times that this ‘ale’ 
went through to make it through today!  

Thereafter, you are free to enjoy your last day in Kilkenny as you please. Overnight: Kilkenny Hotel 

Day 9:  The Garden of Ireland and The Manor Born  
Once breakfast is finished up, we will bid farewell to 
Kilkenny and head to we will stop Co. Wicklow, known 
as ‘The Garden of Ireland’. Our visit will takes us to one 
of Ireland’s most famous attractions, Glendalough, a 
fascinating   early   Christian   settlement   positioned in a 
glaciated valley with two lakes and founded by Saint Kevin 
in the 6th century.  
 
 

We then continue to Carton House Estate – This 
Estate has a history that dates back to  1170.Queen 

Victoria stayed in the famous Chinese Room on her visits 
(1849 & 1897), along with Grace Kelly who stayed while 
on holidays with Prince Rainier and her young family. 
Peter Sellars lived in one of the wings of the house for 
many years in the 1970s.Carton House has also been the 
location of many movies including Scarlet, the sequel to 
‘Gone with the Wind’, other movies include Barry Lydon, 

Aristocrats and The Treaty. Once we arrive at the luxurious Carton House, enjoy your surroundings, 
whether it is a ‘tea’ on the terrace or a round of golf on the famous O’Meara Parkland course, before 
enjoying a special farewell dinner together this evening.  Dinner & Overnight: The Carton House 
Hotel, Kildare  
 
Day 10:  Homeward Bound  
Pack your bags as we head for Dublin Airport where you will board your flight for home. Carry on 
your photos and memories and bring a bit of the Emerald Isle home with you. ‘The Land of One 
Hundred Thousand Welcomes’ will be expecting you again soon.  
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