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The Coast of Ireland 
Day 1:   Heading for the Emerald Isle  
Today you will start our journey by flying across the United States and taking an overnight flight across 
the Atlantic Sea to Ireland.  
 
Day 2:   Welcome to Ireland  
This morning we will land in Dublin Airport and once you proceed through to the arrivals area, you 
will be met and transferred to your first destination, to the rejuvenated and unmissable, Northern 
Ireland and its capital, Belfast.  

Before we reach the city, prepare for an adventure as 
we head out to the very edge of the Irish Sea where 
we will visit The Gobbins Cliffs. These towering giants 
cling to the edge of the one side of the stunning Causeway 
Coastal Route in Co. Antrim. We will walk the cliff path 
at The Gobbins which will sure to be an exhilarating 
adventure that will excite all the senses. The Gobbins is a 
spectacular outdoor adventure on the Causeway Coastal 
Route but it is also a re-awakened coastal experience 
which was first enjoyed in 1902 by the Edwardians to expand the railway connections into this part 
of Ireland. The modern cliff path at The Gobbins is dubbed ‘the most dramatic walk in Europe’ and 
the guided walking tour will thrill those with a sense of adventure and delight those who wish to 
experience the coast up close. 

Later, we will reach Belfast, the transformed city famous in equal parts for the birthplace of the Titanic, 
the notorious history of Northern Ireland and its quality driven hospitality scene – which you can 
enjoy tonight! Overnight: Belfast Hotel 

Day 3:   Introducing Belfast and the Giants Causeway   
Following breakfast, we will depart Belfast this morning 
to journey via the Causeway Coastal Route which is 
dubbed one of the best coastral drives in the world. 
Known locally as ‘The Glens’, it stretches between two of 
Northern Ireland's main cities and brings you past 
breathtaking scenery. If you haven't heard about it already, 
this route winds between picturesque villages and 
unforgettable scenic locations. Enjoy an ever-changing 
tapestry of scenery and colors and a dramatic coastal 
backdrop which will take your breath away.  

We will then reach the world famous Giant’s Causeway, renowned for its polygonal columns 
of layered basalt, which is the only World Heritage Site in Northern Ireland. Resulting from a 
volcanic eruption 60 million years ago, this is the focal point for a designated Area of Outstanding 
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Natural Beauty and has attracted visitors for centuries. It harbors a wealth of local and natural history. 
Other noteworthy items include: a Spanish Armada shipwreck site (‘La Girona’) & many traces of the 
legendary giant – Finn MacCool. 

We will enjoy a panoramic sightseeing tour of Belfast, taking in all areas including the City Centre, 
the Protestant neighborhood of Shankill Road, the Catholic neighborhood of Falls Road and the 
Titanic Quarter. The tour will conclude at the hotel where you are free to enjoy the rest of your day 
in Belfast as you wish. Overnight: Belfast Hotel 

Day 4:   Moving South of the North West   
After a hearty Irish breakfast this morning, we will set out 
to leave Belfast for new adventures in Co. Donegal, 
known as the Wild Child of Ireland and dubbed ‘a place 
like no other on the island’, thanks in part to its rugged 
interior and characterful pubs. Our first stop in Donegal 
will take us to the Inishowen Peninsula which offers a 
diverse and visually exciting terrain, where the views 
usually encompass the waters of the loughs or the 
Atlantic waves. Virtually every aspect of the landscape is 
superb – the beaches (especially Kinnego Bay, Culdaff, Tullagh and Pollan), the towering headland 
bluffs (Malin, Inishowen, Dunaff and Dunree) and the central mountain range, with towering Slieve 
Snaght at the middle of it all. 

Following this, will we head south of Donegal, passing 
through Glengesh Pass, a stunning setting with 
spectacular views with old cottages, farms and sheep 
dotted along the route, to reach the Slieve League, 
spectacular sea cliffs which are among the highest in 
Europe plunging some 600m to the sea. Promising 
unforgettable views, look down to see two rocks 
nicknamed the 'giant's desk and chair' for reasons that are 
immediately obvious.  

Afterwards, you will reach Donegal for check-in and to enjoy your first night in Ireland. With 
traditional Irish bars boasting exciting live music, to chic and modern pubs with tasty food and beer - 
Donegal has it all! Overnight: Donegal Hotel  
 
Day 5:   On The Move to Galway  
After a hearty breakfast this morning, we will bid Donegal farewell in search of new adventures in 
eccentric Galway. Free spirited, artistic and bohemian, Galway has an ambience all of its own. From 
narrow streets alive with activity and Irish culture to amazing landscapes and seascapes – Galway, 
known as ‘The City of Tribes’ after the 14 family tribes that founded it, has something for everyone 
to enjoy. We leave Donegal via the majestic Co. Sligo, famous for its poetry, myth and folklore. We 
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will head for Strandhill Beach to take a coastal walk 
along an area of great natural beauty made even more 
glorious with panoramic views of Benbulben and the 
327-metre high limestone hill of Knocknarea.  

On route, we will travel along the Wild Atlantic Way, 
one of the longest defined coastal routes in the world, 
to take in the views at quaint seaside town of 
Mullaghmore in Co. Sligo. We will enjoy a walk along 
Mullaghmore Beach and Harbor and Mullaghmore Head. Bunduff Strand is a pure white beach 
popular with surfers. As you walk, you’ll enjoy excellent views of Slieve League, Benbulben and 
Benwiskin whereas Mullaghmore Head leaves only Inishmurray Monastic Island between you and 
America. We will also stop in the beautifully located Drumcliffe to visit the resting places of famous 
Irish poet, W.B. Yeats. Drumcliffe is set against the striking backdrop of the Benbulben Mountains, 
undoubtedly Ireland’s most distinctive mountain. 

We journey south to reach Galway known as ‘The City of Tribes’ after the 14 family tribes that 
founded it. Upon arrival, we will take a panoramic sightseeing tour of the city. As we will see 
today, Galway is a vibrant place, full of life and character found through its famous streets, landmarks, 
pubs and restaurants. Following this, you will be dropped at the hotel where you are free to spend 
your first day in Galway as you please. Overnight: Galway Hotel  

Day 6:   The Wildest of the West   
This morning, finish your breakfast and get ready to tour 
a unique part of Galway and Ireland. We will take a tour 
of the unmissable Connemara, a wild region of 
bogland, pristine lakes and mountains which is 
sparsely populated and the landscape much more 
open. Because the area is so remote, the Irish language 
and traditions have survived here and Irish is the first 
tongue of many of the inhabitants.  We will also visit 
Kylemore Abbey, a Benedictine monastery founded 
in 1920 on the grounds of Kylemore Castle. The dramatic landscape and iconic image of a gothic 
castle reflected in a Connemara Lake has made Kylemore Abbey world-famous and it is now the 
largest tourist attraction in the west of Ireland. 

After an exciting day of sightseeing, we will return to the hotel where you are free to enjoy night in 
Galway. Overnight: Galway Hotel 

Day 7:   Uniquely Galway  
Today we will visit a true highlight of the Wild Atlantic Way, the majestic Aran Islands,  
renowned as the last outpost of traditional Irish culture. While we are in the 21st century, many 
things on the islands have not changed much in the past 200 years, including the islands desolate 
beguiling beauty and daze of rocky magnificence. Among the maze of stone walls, you will find 
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churches, Aran Island sweaters, and ancient forts as well 
as native speaking locals, all 1,200 of them, who are not 
shy in breaking out in traditional Irish Music sessions at 
any time of the day (or night!) Enjoy this unique 
destination for the day before being returned to your 
hotel to see out your last night in one of Ireland’s liveliest 
cities. Overnight: Galway Hotel  

 
 
Day 8:   Introducing Killarney via the Cliffs  
Once breakfast is over, we will bid Galway farewell in search of new adventures in eccentric Galway. 
Free spirited, artistic and bohemian, Galway has an ambience of its own. 

Before we reach this lively city, we will visit the iconic 
Cliffs of Moher which stand over 700 feet high at the 
highest point and range for over 5 miles over the 
Atlantic Ocean. Spectacular views are in abundance 
here, on a clear day you can see the Aran Islands and 
Galway Bay as well as The Twelve Pins, the Maum Turk 
Mountains in Connemara and Loop Head to the South. 
We will take the ferry across the River Shannon from 
the Banner County of Clare. Enjoy sailing across the 
majestic Shannon Estuary and when ashore, we will arrive into Kilkenny in Co. Kerry, known as ‘The 
Kingdom’ and one of the most famous and beautiful of Ireland’s 32 counties. We will check in to our 
hotel to relax and enjoy the rest of the evening in Killarney, renowned as one of Ireland’s liveliest 
towns. Overnight: Killarney Hotel 

Day 9:   Local Sights & Sounds of Kerry  
After a leisurely breakfast this morning, we will set out to 
explore Kerry, famed to contain some of Ireland’s most 
iconic scenery. Today we will enjoy a scenic day of 
beautiful beaches and mountains of the Dingle 
Peninsula dubbed one of “the most beautiful place 
on earth”. The Dingle Peninsula is one of Ireland’s most 
rugged Peninsulas with breathtaking views and mysterious 
huts called ‘clochans’ that line the road built by 7th century 
monks. It suffered the Vikings, welcomed Hollywood and 
has its own famous Dolphin called “Fungie”.  

We will also stop in the small fishing town of Dingle to enjoy its eclectic little fashion and 
jewelry shops and intimate cozy pubs – an all-round very special place with great atmosphere and 
you may even hear Irish Gaelic being used fluently. Following a busy day of sightseeing, we will return 
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to the hotel to have dinner together and to relax for the remainder of the evening. Overnight & 
Dinner: The Lake Hotel, Killarney 

Day 10:    Last Stops on the Coast  
Following breakfast this morning, we will bid farewell to 
Killarney to search to new adventures in Kinsale, the 
picturesque yachting harbor along the coastline of Co. 
Cork. We depart Killarney via Killarney National Park, 
renowned by many as the “Jewel in Kerry’s crown” due to 
the sheer beauty of the parks, mountains, lakes, islands and 
flatlands and stretches right to the outskirts into the now 
distant town. We continue onwards to reach Glengarriff 
and from here, we board our ferry to Garnish Island, 
an island in Glengarriff harbor which forms a part of Bantry Bay. Enjoy the ride out to Garnish 
which is world renowned for its gardens which are laid out in beautiful walks with stunning plants 
which are very rare for the climate. We will also visit Seal Island where you get the opportunity to visit 
the very tame seal colony!  

When ashore, we journey through the coastal route passing charming and seemingly more colorful 
towns of Bantry, Skibbereen and Roscarbery, before reaching Kinsale. We will check-in and you can 
now relax in your surroundings amongst the narrow, winding streets lined with galleries, gift shops, 
lively bars and a handsome natural harbor guarded by a huge 17th-century fortress. Overnight: 
Kinsale Hotel 
 
Day 11:   Exploring County Cork  
After a leisurely breakfast this morning, we will set 
out to explore Cork by visiting the historic port town 
of Cobh. If you claim Irish descent, then there is a good 
chance that your ancestors left Ireland through Cobh as it 
was the departure point for 2.5 million of the six million 
Irish people who immigrated to North America between 
1848 and 1950. We will enjoy a beautiful, informative 
and sometimes emotive cultural visit to the Cobh 
Heritage Museum to learn about the history of Irish 
Emigration. 

Enjoy free time in Cobh before setting off to tour The Jameson Experience right in the heart 
of the distillery which operated for 150 years. The local experts will take you through the story of 
Irish whiskey, from the production to a sampling of the most popular Irish whiskey in the world.   

We will return to the hotel where you are free to enjoy Kinsale, ‘The Gourmet Capital of Ireland’, for 
dinner and the rest of your evening. Overnight: Kinsale Hotel  
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Day 12:   The Capital Awaits  
Following breakfast, we will bid farewell to the 
county whose locals consider to be the real capital of 
Ireland, Co. Cork, for the small iconic capital with a 
huge reputation, Dublin. Decide for yourself as we 
leave Kinsale and head north to reach Dublin City.   

Upon arrival, we will take a panoramic sightseeing 
tour of Dublin to see local landmarks and historic 
buildings like the GPO (General Post Office) on 
O’Connell Street and Trinity College, housing the Book of Kells. We will stop and enjoy a visit to 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, built in honour of Ireland’s patron saint, Saint Patrick’s. The cathedral was 
founded in 1191 and stands adjacent to the famous well where tradition has it Saint Patrick baptized 
converts on his visit to Dublin. The tour concludes at Trinity College, which houses the treasured 
Book of Kells, a 9th century Gospel manuscript famous throughout the world.    

The tour concludes at the hotel so after that introduction to Dublin, use the remainder of your evening 
exploring the city in your own way. Celebrate your first night in Ireland at the cultural heart of 
Dublin City, Temple Bar. This area on the south bank of the River Liffey is bursting with pubs, 
restaurants, galleries and great craic each and every night – some would say perfect for a last night in 
Ireland - enjoy! Overnight: Dublin Hotel 

Day 13:   Homeward Bound…  
Pack your bags as we head for Dublin Airport where you will board your flight for home. Carry on 
your photos and memories and bring a bit of the Emerald Isle home with you. ‘The Land of One 
Hundred Thousand Welcomes’ will be expecting you again soon. 


