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Group Travel Experts to 
Ireland, UK & Beyond 

                Fr Sean Condon 
Tour of Ireland ~ June 17 – 27, 2018 

(Note: June 17th is the arrival day in Ireland, departure from the US will be June 16th at the latest as this is an overnight flight. 
Airport transfers from Dublin Airport to the hotel will be provided – pick-up times TBC) 

 
Sunday June 17   Welcome to Ireland 
Our tour will be begin this afternoon as we meet in 
the lobby at 2.00pm and journey deep into the heart 
of Ireland’s most famous brands, Guinness, which has 
called the legendary St. James's Gate Brewery ‘home’ 
since 1759. We will visit Guinness Storehouse to 
hear the story of this iconic drink, touring the 
seven floors here which bring to life the heritage 
of Guinness from its early days to growth as a 
global brand, known and enjoyed all around the 
world. What better place to savor a pint of Guinness than sitting high above Dublin in 
the Guinness Storehouse Gravity Bar as you may just agree with at the end of today’s tour.  
 
We will also attend mass in a local church in Dublin today (mass times TBC) and after a busy 
getting acquainted with the city, we will return to our hotel and you are free to enjoy the rest 
of the day at leisure. Dinner: On Own ~ Overnight: The Hilton Hotel Kilmainham ~ 
Golf Options Available This Morning (Additional Cost) 
 
Monday June 18   The Magic of Meath  
This morning after breakfast we set out to visit one of the true wonders of Ireland's Ancient 
East. Brú na Bóinne (Palace of the Boyne) is one of the most important prehistoric landscapes 
in the world, in fact it is Ireland’s most famed UNESCO World Heritage Site. But first, we 
will visit EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum, a wonderfully dramatic modern 
interactive experience that showcases the unique global journey of the Irish People.   
 
We will then set out to visit Brú na Bóinne, which 
refers to the area within the bend of the River 
Boyne that contains one of the world’s most 
important prehistoric landscapes. The 
archaeological landscape within Brú na Bóinne is 
dominated by the three well-known large passage 
tombs - Knowth, Newgrange and Dowth were built 
some 5,000 years ago in the Neolithic or Late Stone 
Age and contain the largest assemblage of megalithic 
art in Western Europe. Brú na Bóinne was inscribed as a World Heritage Site in December 
1993 in recognition of its outstanding universal value. The scale of passage tomb construction, 
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the important concentration of megalithic art as well as the range of sites and 
the long continuity of activity were cited as reasons for the site’s inscription.  Today we will 
visit the Passage Tomb of Knowth.  
 
Once our tour concludes, we return to the hotel to relax in our surroundings and enjoy the 
day at leisure. Dinner: On Own ~ Overnight: The Hilton Hotel Kilmainham (B) 
 
Tuesday June 19   Next Stop…Waterford  
Following breakfast this morning, we will bid farewell 
to Dublin to search to new adventure in Waterford, 
the oldest city in Ireland famed in equal parts for its 
crystal production and Viking history. On route, we 
will visit the magnificent Powerscourt House and 
Gardens. Powerscourt House boats 800 years of 
history.  Where Powerscourt House stands today there 
was once a 13th century medieval castle, owned by the 
Le Power Family from which ‘Powerscourt’ takes its 
name.  The Gardens at Powerscourt are one of the most beautiful gardens in Ireland! They 
were laid out over two main periods. Many of the people involved in their creation and 
development never saw the gardens completed in their lifetime.  When you arrive at the tree-
lined avenue today, hundreds of beech trees will guide your visit.   
 

We then continue our journey into Wicklow as we 
stop to visit one of Ireland’s most famous 
attractions, Glendalough Monastic Site, a 
fascinating early Christian settlement positioned in a 
glaciated valley with two lakes which founded by Saint 
Kevin in the 6th century. Despite attacks by Vikings 
over the years, Glendalough thrived as one of Ireland’s 
great ecclesiastical foundations and schools of learning 
until the Normans destroyed the monastery in 1214 

A.D. Here, we will hear the fascinating story and tour the grounds of the ‘Monastic City’ which 
consists of a number of monastic remains dating from the 10th to 12th centuries.  
 
We continue to the walled city of Waterford which was founded by Vikings in 914 AD and 
during the Norman Invasion of Ireland, King Henry II of England came to Waterford in 1171 
and declared it one of two royal cities in Ireland, the other being Dublin.  
Dinner & Overnight: The Athenaeum House Hotel Waterford (B, D) 
 
Wednesday June 20   Next Stop…Kinsale 
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After breakfast this morning we will depart Waterford 
to embark on Kinsale the picturesque yachting harbor 
along the coastline of Co. Cork. Before leaving 
Waterford, we visit a local attraction with a global 
reputation, the House of Waterford Crystal. A 
unique highlight of the visit here is the factory tour 
which gives an up close insight into the centuries old 
tradition of Waterford Crystal making.  Feel the heat 
of the furnace and marvel at the skills of the craftsmen 
who continue to provide some of the most prestigious trophies to the world’s great sporting 
events made at the facility including the Irish Open Golf Trophy, Solheim Cup (Ladies Ryder 
Trophy) and The People Choice Awards, to name but a few. 
 

We then journey south to reach Co. Cork, nicknamed 
the ‘The Rebel County’ due to a history of 
independence from the Viking invasions to the Irish 
War of Independence. Here we will stop off in the 
town of Cobh, we will visit the historic port town of 
Cobh. It is from this town that over 2.5 million Irish 
people emigrated. Many would have attended mass at 
the beautiful Cathedral overlooking the port prior to 
their departure. Cobh was also the last port from 

which the Titanic left on April 11th, 1912.  We will visit the Cobh Heritage Centre, a 
beautiful, informative and sometimes emotive cultural Centre which exhibits the story 
of the emigrants who passed through this port town in the post and the hardships 
many endured doing so. Following on from Cobh we will continue onto Kinsale for check-
in and you can now relax in your surroundings and join the group and Fr Condon for dinner 
later that night in the hotel. Dinner & Overnight: Trident Hotel (B, D) 
 
Thursday June 21   A Day Well Spent in Blarney & Kinsale 
This morning after breakfast we venture to the 
village of Blarney, where we visit Blarney Castle 
and Gardens. Built nearly 600 years ago, millions 
have been flocking to it ever since making it a world 
landmark and one of Ireland’s greatest treasures. This 
may have something to do with legendary Blarney 
Stone, kiss it and you’ll never be lost for words. Here 
you will also find Blarney Woolen Mills which was 
built in 1823 and was mainly used mainly for spinning 
and weaving wool. The mill briefly closed for two years between 1973 and 1975, after which 
it was re-opened as an Irish heritage shop with a now famously large selection of Irish products 
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including sweaters and woolens, crystal and china, gifts and souvenirs. Enjoy an 
Irish shopping experience here. 
 
We will return to the hotel where you are free to spend 
leisure time in Kinsale as you wish. An afternoon for 
choice, decide for yourself if you want to explore one 
of Ireland’s most picturesque towns thanks to its 
waterfront location, head out and play the 18 holes 
with stunning views at one of the most recognized and 
sought after golf experiences anywhere on earth at Old 
Head of Kinsale or join the afternoon visit and guided 
tour of the Charles Fort, which was actively used for 
military purposes up until 1922 and has most of the original construction which began in 1678. 
 
However you decide to spend your afternoon in Kinsale – enjoy a relaxing day. This evening 
enjoy dinner in one of the quality restaurants in Kinsale which is hailed as the ‘Gourmet Capital 
of Ireland’.  Dinner: On Own ~ Overnight: Trident Hotel (B) ~ Golf Options Available 
Today (Additional Cost) 
 
Friday June 22   The Best Detour to Kerry 
Refuel on a hearty breakfast as we bid farewell to 
Kinsale to search to new adventure in Killarney Co. 
Kerry, known as ‘The Kingdom’ and one of the most 
famous and beautiful of Ireland’s 32 counties. On 
route, we will journey through West Cork where 
we enjoy a West Cork Farm Tour as we immerse 
into a way of life that’s connected to the people, 
seasons and landscapes of Ireland’s Wild Atlantic 
Way.  We meet people who are finding innovative 
ways to farm the lands and create the produce that the region is famed for. We will stop for 
lunch and enjoy a ‘tasting menu’ of these local creative food producers.  
 
We then continue along the Wild Atlantic Way through Skibbereen and Bantry to the scenic 
town of Glengarriff before crossing the border into County Kerry. We will make our way to 
the hotel via Killarney National Park, renowned by many as the “Jewel in Kerry’s crown” due 
to the sheer beauty of the parks, mountains, lakes, islands and flatlands and stretches right to 
the outskirts of the town. We will check into our hotel to share dinner together and the first 
evening in this lively town together. Dinner & Overnight: The Lake Hotel (B, D) 
 
Saturday June 23    Exclusively Kerry 
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This morning after a leisurely breakfast 
we are going to explore the beauty of an area that has 
attracted visitors for centuries.  We will see 
countryside surrounded by mountains, lakes, 
woods and rugged coastline as we meander 
around the 110 mile route of the Ring of Kerry. We 
will drive through and stop in some of the many 
picturesque villages such as  
Glenbeigh, Waterville and Sneem. Our return to 

Killarney is via Molls Gap and Ladies View, a spot that derives its name from the pleasure 
expressed by Queen Victoria’s Ladies-in-Waiting on their visit here in 1861. We return to 
Killarney where we enjoy a unique Killarney experience; taking a traditional Jaunting Car 
trip around town.  Your driver, known, as a “jarvey” is both a guide and a storyteller. Beside 
the clip-clop of the horse and the jarvey’s gentle brog, enjoy the local insights and picturesque 
views. Afterwards, you are free to spend the evening at leisure in one of Ireland’s liveliest 
towns. Dinner: On Own ~ Overnight: The Lake Hotel (B) ~ Golf Options Available 
Today (Additional Cost) 
 
Sunday June 24  Flying Boats and Medieval Times… 
After breakfast and before we depart Killarney we will celebrate mass in the local church. 
 
We will then journey on to Adare, stopping in the town of Foynes where we will visit 
the Flying Boat & Maritime Museum. The Museum is house in the original terminal 
building and recalls the nostalgic era when Foynes become the center of the aviation world 
from 1937 to 1945. Hear the story of the brave world of transatlantic air travel using a 
comprehensive range of exhibits and graphic illustrations including a viewing of the award 

winning film ‘Atlantic Conquest in an authentic 1940's 
cinema, marvel at the only Boeing B314 replica in the 
world and witness the original terminal building, radio 
and weather room, compete with transmitters, receivers 
and Morse code equipment.  We will also learn of the 
connection between Foynes, flying boats and Irish 
Coffee and how this favorite Irish treat was invented 
here! Of course there will be time to sample this treat 
too before heading onwards to our hotel to check in.   
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On then to Adare and the opulent Neo-Gothic 
castle of Adare Manor, one of the most luxurious 
and elegant properties on the isle of Ireland, which is 
our accommodation for tonight. After check-in, relax 
in your surroundings. Meander through stonewalled 
gardens and winding woodland paths, discovering the 
colorful history of Adare Manor, and Ireland, in its 
story-filled walls. The 840 acre riverside demesne is 
also home to an 18-hole championship golf course 
designed by Tom Fazio, and offering a wide range of activities. After check-in you will have 
time to relax and refresh before we depart for our evening at Knappogue Castle. We turn 
back the clock and recapture the lifestyle of medieval Ireland as we attend a medieval 
banquet here. Enjoy quality food and entertainment in the 15th century castle, once the 
preserve of the nobility who resided in these fortresses.  
Dinner: Knappogue Castle ~ Overnight: Adare Manor (B, D) 
 
Monday June 25  A Day Well Spent in Adare 

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast this morning as you enjoy a 
relaxing day at Adare Manor. Once a former home of 
the Earl of Dunraven and Mount-Earl, this historic 
manor house has a range of unforgettable experiences 
on estate grounds to avail of today. Relax in your 
surroundings or enjoy Horse Riding, Archery, Irish 
Gundog Experience, The Cinema, The Spa, Fishing 
and Golf at Adare Manor (reservations will be an 
additional cost). Take a stroll into the charming village 

of Adare and peruse the little shops and cafés. Whatever you decide to do it will be a day to 
remember.  
 
This evening we meet and enjoy fine dining at Adare Manors Carriage House restaurant. 
Dinner & Overnight: Adare Manor (B, D) ~ Golf Options Available Today (Additional 
Cost) 
 
Tuesday June 26   Last Stops on the Emerald Isle  
Once breakfast is finished up, we will bid farewell to Adare as we embark on a luxurious final  
night in Ireland as we spend the night at Carton House Estate, widely regarded as one of the 
grandest Palladian mansions in Ireland as well as the UK. Built in the 18th Century, this former 
home to the Dukes of Leinster, the 1,100-acre private parkland estate is an all-
encompassing experience in Co. Kildare. 
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On route we will visit one of Ireland’s true 
treasures, the Irish National Stud & Gardens in 
Co. Kildare. The Stud  Farm is the home of equine 
royalty, immaculately-bred stallions who can be seen 
and admired alongside protective mares, frolicking 
foals and athletic yearlings. See retired equine stars like 
Vintage Crop, Moscow Flyer, Kicking King and Beef 
or Salmon on the stud’s 'Living Legend's' team. In the 
world-famous Japanese Gardens, you can follow the 
path called the 'Life of Man' which traces the passage of a soul from birth to death and beyond, 
at the same time providing a meeting place for the cultures of East and West whereas St 
Fiachra's Garden symbolizes the power of the Irish landscape while the Horse Museum 
includes the skeleton of the legendary Arkle.  
 
Time permitting before reaching Carton House, we will pay a visit to Fr Sean’s alma 
mater – Maynooth College where we will enjoy a tour of the campus 
 

We then continue to Carton House Estate which has 
a history that dates back to  
1170. Queen Victoria stayed in the famous Chinese 
Room on her visits (1849 & 1897), along with Grace 
Kelly who stayed while on holidays with Prince 
Rainier and her young family. Peter Sellars lived in one 
of the wings of the house for many years in the 1970s. 
Carton House has also been the location of many 
movies including Scarlet, the sequel to ‘Gone with the 

Wind’, other movies include Barry Lydon, Aristocrats and The Treaty. Once we arrive here 
for check-in, enjoy your surroundings, whether it is a ‘tea’ on the terrace or a round of golf on 
the famous O’Meara Parkland course, before enjoying a special farewell dinner together this 
evening.  Dinner & Overnight: The Carton House Hotel, Kildare  
 
Wednesday June 27   Homeward Bound… 
Following breakfast, grab your packed bags as we head for Dublin Airport where you will 
board your flight for home. Carry on your photos and memories and bring a bit of the Emerald 
Isle home with you.  
 
‘The Land of One Hundred Thousand Welcomes’ will be expecting you again soon.  
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